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The Naturalization Papers Of Wilfrid Michael Voynich1

Voynich’s certificate of naturalization was registered and returned to him on April 
25, 1904 (p. 2). It is reasonable to consider that the date he officially became a British 
national.2 In the terminology of the time the documents constituting his application for 
citizenship were known as “Memorial for Certificate of Naturalization.” Voynich was the 
“Memorialist” and his references - he had five - were called “Referees.” 

From these documents we can learn certain facts about the Voyniches. We can tell 
Wilfrid’s, and presumably Ethel’s, addresses for the eight years before his naturalization, that
is, from 1896 on (p. 7). They were: 

from December 1896 to September 1899: 92 Edith Grove, Chelsea; 
from September 1899 to September 1900: boarding houses in London and travel in 

Italy; 
and from September 1900 on: 20 Great Russell Mansions, Bloomsbury.3 

According to the personal information Wilfrid supplied (p. 6), he was born on 
October 21, 1864 in Telshi, Province of Kovno, Russian Lithuania. He was the son of 
Leonard Habdank Wojnicz and Emilia [illegible], both Poles, both subjects of the Russian 
Empire. His profession was antiquarian bookseller. He was married with no children. His 
business address was 1, Soho Square.  

Referees for his naturalization were Horatio Bryan Donkin (1845-1927); Richard 
Garnett (1835-1906), George Knottesford Fortesque (1847-1912), Hubert Montague 
Murray, M.D. (1855-1907), and Frederick Reilly. All were suitably distinguished. 

Donkin (p. 4), a psychiatrist and hospital administrator, was at the time of Voynich’s 
naturalization a Prison Commissioner and Director of Convict Prisons. Garnett (p. 13) was 
Keeper of Printed Books at the British Museum when Voynich first got acquainted with him
in 1892. He retired in that post in 1899. Fortesque (p. 14) was also at the Museum. He 
became Superintendent of the Reading Room in 1884, then Keeper of Printed Books in 
1899, succeeding Garnett. Voynich would have known both of them in his capacity as 
supplier of rare books to the Museum. Voynich probably got on good terms with Garnett 
through Garnett’s daughter-in-law Constance, the noted translator of classic works of 
Russian literature. Murray (p. 11) was a well known physician. He had been Dean of Charing
Cross Hospital until 1901, then Senior Physician to the Hospital, a post he occupied when 
he died in 1907. Reilly (p. 15) is described in the document as “late executive engineer of the 
public works, county of Middlesex, retired member of the Civil Service Department of 

1 Record HO 144/751/117022, National Archives, Kew. These documents were opened to 
the public in 2005. 
2 See The U.S. Bureau of Investigation File on Wilfrid Voynich, p. 12, for a reference to his 
“British naturalization papers” and their date. 
3 For the last address, see The Voyniches in 1901 Census of England and Wales.
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India.” Reilly’s address was Moss Lane, Pinner. Oddly, this is the same address Ethel gave as
her own to the Registrar on her and Voynich’s entry in the Register of Marriages in 1902 (see
The Registration of Marriage of Wilfrid and Ethel Voynich), though she was recorded in 
1901 as living in Great Russell Mansions, Bloomsbury. Why she gave Reilly’s address is a 
mystery. 
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