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Anne M. Nill’s Will and Her Bequest 

To the Library of Congress 

Of Ethel Voynich’s Unpublished Music 

Anne M. Nill, Ethel Voynich’s long-time companion, died September 24, 1961 in 
New York City. Anne, who had inherited all of Ethel’s musical compositions and related 
articles (programs, essays, and the like) when Ethel died the year before (see Ethel Lilian 
Voynich's Will), bequeathed these to the Library of Congress. 

The Library, under its equivalent of the Freedom of Information Act, released the 
following records related to Anne’s bequest on September 6, 2011. The Library declined to 
make public its evaluation of Ethel’s music or her importance as a composer. 
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Page 4. Letter of attorney Samuel Weiser to the Library dated October 7, 1961, informing 
the Library of Anne Nill’s bequest. Weiser’s letter mentions her death date (September 24, 
1961). Weiser was evidently hired by Anne’s sister Emma Seilheimer to handle Anne’s estate.

Page 5. Emma’s letter to the Library dated October 23, 1961, asking that she be informed as 
quickly as possible whether the Library intends to accept Anne’s bequest. Emma’s letter also 
mentions Anne’s death date. 

Page 6. (Transcription of Emma’s letter.) 

Page 7. An undated, anonymous Memorandum of Call written at the Library asking 
someone to telephone Weiser for an estimate of the quantity of material in Anne’s bequest. 

Page 8. (Transcription of Memorandum of Call.) 

Page 9. Letter of Nathan R. Einhorn, Assistant Chief, Gifts and Exchange Division of the 
Library,  to Emma dated October 27, 1961 accepting Anne’s bequest and instructing her 
how to pack and ship Ethel’s music. 

Page 10. Letter from Emma to Einhorn dated November 6, 1961 stating that the material 
was expressed to the Library on October 31, 1961 and suggesting the Library contact 
Herbert Davidson, Jr. if the Library did not wish to accept it. A hand-written note on the 
letter says, “We cannot do this” and is initialed “NE” [Nathan Einhorn]. 
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Page 11. Letter of Robert C. Gooch, Director of Administration of the Library, dated 
November 7, 1961 to Weiser informing him that New York County (Manhattan) has sent 
the Library a copy of the notice of probate of Anne’s will and requesting a copy of the will. 

Page 12. Letter of Weiser dated November 8, 1961 to William J. Welsh at the Library asking 
for evaluation of the material for estate tax purposes. 

Page 13. Memorandum from William S. Strauss, Assistant to the General Counsel of the 
Library, to Einhorn, dated November 15, 1961, stating that a file is attached “for further 
action.” Written in hand on the memorandum is: “Gift – to reply that eval. would be sent.” 

Page 14. Library of Congress memorandum of receipt of material dated November 20, 1961.

Page 15. Memorandum dated November 20, 1961 from Einhorn to the Chief of the Order 
Division and to the Principal Evaluations Officer at the Library stating that the attorney for 
Anne’s estate requests an evaluation of the Voynich material. 

Page 16. Letter from Einhorn to Weiser dated November 28[?], 1961 (in response to 
Weiser’s letter of November 8, 1961) promising to have Ethel’s material evaluated. 

Pages 17-18. Notice of probate of Anne’s will dated October 31, 1961.  

Pages 19-21. Anne’s will of January 14, 1935 leaving to Ethel everything that Anne may be 
owed from Voynich’s estate and all else to her sister Emma. 

Pages 22-23. Codicil to Anne’s will dated December 31, 1935 bequeathing Ethel’s 
unpublished music to the Library. 
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(Transcription of Emma Seilheimer letter to Library of Congress): 
 
 
450 West 24th St. 
New York 11, N.Y. October 23, 1961. 
 

 
 
 
 
Library of Congress 
Washington D.C.  
 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
   Re. Est. of Anne M. Nill (d. 9/24/61). 
 
 
 
   In reply to your telephone conversation 
with Dr. Weiser I wish to state that the music 
will take a carton approximately 20x20x30”. I  
am sorry I am not qualified to appraise this 
music.  
 
   Would you advise Dr. Weiser or  
myself promptly if you are inclined to 
accept this legacy? Miss Nill’s apartment  
must be vacated the first of the month.  
 
   Thanking you for your prompt 
attention.  
 
   Very truly yours, 
 
    Emma Seilheimer  
 
[Library of Congress stamp at the top of the letter:]  
 
 

Exchange and Gift 
      Division 
 
     OCT 24 1961 

    RECEIVED 
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(Transcription of Memorandum of Call): 
 
 
 
    Rush 
 
 
YOU WERE CALLED BY  Mr. Spivack – call 10 a.m. 
 
    Extension 472 
 
 
Please call. 
 
 
Lawyer could distribute  
items even before will is 
probated.  
 
 Call Mon. and ask him 
to give us extent of 
material – the bulk.  
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