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Anne M. Nill’s Will and Her Bequest
To the Library of Congtress

Of Ethel Voynich’s Unpublished Music

Anne M. Nill, Ethel Voynich’s long-time companion, died September 24, 1961 in
New York City. Anne, who had inherited all of Ethel’s musical compositions and related
articles (programs, essays, and the like) when Ethel died the year before (see Ethel Lilian
Vovnich's Will), bequeathed these to the Library of Congress.

The Library, under its equivalent of the Freedom of Information Act, released the
following records related to Anne’s bequest on September 6, 2011. The Library declined to
make public its evaluation of Ethel’s music or her importance as a composer.
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SAMUEL WEISER e

COUNSELLOR AT Law y P
21 TTRAaRE  Oval Y e j

GR 5 3178

October 7, 1961

Library of Congress
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:
Re: Est. of ANNE M. NILL (4. 9/24/61)

I represent Mrs. Em%? Seilheimer of 117 Humboldt
Parkway, Buffalo 14, N. Y. Mrs. Seilheimer is the
slster of Anne M. Nill, late of 450 W. 24th St., New
York City. She is laso the residuary legatee and the
surviving designated exedutor under the Will of the
above-named decedent.

A Codicll dated December 31, 1935, provides, in
part, as follows: "Should I at the time of my death own
any of the unpublished music of Ethel L. Voynich, then
I give and bequeath the same to the Library of Congress
of the United States.™

Upon information and belief, unpublished music of
Mrs. Voynich was owned by Anne M. Nill at the time of
her death and was left by her at her 24th St, apartment.
I haven't inspected the music and am, in fact, not
qualified to appraise it, My client, too, disclaims
ability to pass upon the artistiec merits or the mone-
tary worth of the said music.

Bearing in mind that the decedent's apartment is
not at present under occupancy; that the apartment must
be vacated before the end of the month; that the probate
of the Will will be delayed because of non-residence and
absence of subscribing witnesses; and that Mrs. Seilhei-
mer can only be at the apartment on several days' notice,
I write to inquire if you could furnish me the name, ad-
dress, and telephone number of a representative of your
library who resides in New York City whom you would au-
thorize to examine the aforesaid music before the apart-
ment is vacated with a view to determining whether your
library would be inclined to accept the legacy.

Yours very truly

SW “—2(—--/- --.-_.‘4-[;fyz;_'¢ P
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(Transcription of Emma Seilheimer letter to Library of Congtress):

450 West 24™ St.
New York 11, N.Y. October 23, 1961.

Library of Congress
Washington D.C.

Gentlemen:

Re. Est. of Anne M. Nill (d. 9/24/61).

In reply to your telephone conversation
with Dr. Weiser I wish to state that the music
will take a carton approximately 20x20x30”. 1
am sorry I am not qualified to appraise this
music.

Would you advise Dr. Weiser or
myself promptly if you are inclined to
accept this legacy? Miss Nill’s apartment

must be vacated the first of the month.

Thanking you for your prompt

attention.
Very truly yours,
Emma Seilheimer
[Library of Congress stamp at the top of the letter:]
Exchange and Gift
Division

OCT 24 1961
RECEIVED
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(Transcription of Memorandum of Call):

Rush

YOU WERE CALLED BY Mr. Spivack — call 10 a.m.

Extension 472

Please call.

Lawyer could distribute
items even before will is

probated.

Call Mon. and ask him

to give us extent of
material — the bulk.

colinmackinnon.com



Tetober 27, 146y

Dear Mrg, Sef{lbcimer:
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117 Humboldt Pkuwy.
Buffalo 1ll, N. Y,

November 6, 1961,

The Library of Congress
Processing Department
Exchange and Gift Division
deshington 25, D. C.

Gentlemen: Att'n Mr, Nathan R, sinhorn

ihe unpublished rusic of sthel L. Voynich be-
queathed to you by my sister, Anne M. Nill, was express-
ed to you on COctober 31st,, 1961,

The vacker advised me to pack this music into
three cartons to make handling easier. fhe sXpress com-
peny complied with your special shipping instructions
but it was necessary however, to make two additional
address labels. I trust the csrtons will arrive proper-
ly at their destination.

If for some reason your library finds it is not
interested in this music, would you be kind encugh to
contact -

Mr. Herbert Davidson, Jr,

1608 North Oleander Ave.
Daytona Beach, Florida

Mr. Davldson, as I understand, worked on this

music with Frs., Voynich and is extremely interssted in
it.

Sincerely!
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Novenber 7, 1961

Dear HMr. Velsers

The Surrogate's Court, County of New York,

Late of Now York bas sent the Library of Congress a
notice of probate of tho will of Anne M. Nill, late of
New York. It appears from this notice that Mrs. Fma
Scilheimer 1s the proponent of that will and the
Library of Conzress, on behalf of the United States,
is one of the beneficlaries. We would greatly
appreciate your sending us & copy of the sbove will so
that we may determine the contents of the bequest.

Thank you very much for your cocperation.
Sincerely yours,
AN

Robert Ce Gooch
Director of Administration

3
Ire Samel Weiser Y
21 stuyvesant Oval e \Q;’&- |

New Yark, New Iq:k .B-Ecg wE'D \
WSS:mre i 95\ |
o o vt

: et
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WL, reree py,

SAMUEL WEISER

T LAw LIBRARY OF COMN' 1ES8
COUNSELLOR A R ECEIVE 5
21 STUYVESBANT OVAL
New York 8. N. Y. NOV 13 1961
R 8:3176 BECRETARY'S OFFICE
My

D R R e

November 8, 1961

kr, William J. Welsh
Administrative Department
Library of Congress
Washington 25, D, C.

RE: Est. of Anne M. Nill, Deceased.
Dear Sir:

Complying with the request contained in your letter of
November 7, I am enclosing a copy of the Will and of the
Codicil of the above-named decedent. Letters Testamentary
were duly issued to the sister of the above-named decedent,
Mrs. FEmma Seilheimer, 117 Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo 14, N. Y.

On or ebout October 31, 1961, Mrs. Seilheimer sent the
unpublished music referred to in the Codicil by Railway Express
Agency, under Receipt No. 177-0268, to Mr. Nathan R. Einhorn,
Exchange & Gift Division, Library of Congress, and you can
determine the "contents of the bequest” by communicating with
lir. Einhorn.

For estate tax purposes, I would appreciate it ir Yyou,
Mr. Einhorn, or someone else in your library would favor me
with a statement, Preferably in affidavit form, of the mone-
tary value of the bequest as soon as the same has been de-
termined.

A

Yours very truly Py
ES'.gC. THE LIG: ;
ce Mrs., Seilheimer '
NOV 1 ig61

LAW Loy oo

ru{?
RECEIVED

i \
‘P NOV1 31951 \A\

e ADMINISTRATIVE DEPT,

4
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e Memorandum - vxitep

TO : Nathan R. Einhorn, Acting Chief
P’ Exchange md Gift Division
FROM : William S. Strauss |

Assistant to the General Counsel

SUBJECT: Estate of Anne M. Nill, Deceased.

sation,

i . ‘et

S Y
To st )

STATES GOVERNMENT

DATE: November 15, 1961

I am sending you the attached file for

further action in accordance with our telephone conver-

-{L e ‘h__ﬁﬂﬁ-/’ﬂf"ft’

13
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THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
EXCHANGE AND GIFT DIVISION

MEMORANDUM OF RECEIPT OF MATERIAL

Originally received at Library

by .Ixchange and Gift Division

November 20, 1961 ;4

Desoription

Three cartons containing a collection of unpub - ished music of
Ethel L, Voynich (bequeath:d to LC by the late Anne M. Nill

N e Z{_ /e._/;z/u'
:.o {S(fuw; ’% o pﬁ

Number of
Prints (fine arts) ... Photos.....eenee. Periodical issues................
Microfilm (reels or strips) Manuscripts -....Maps and Charts..............

SOURCE (neame and address) Mrs, Emma Seilheimer
c/o AM, Nill
450 West 24th Street
New York 11, N,X,

Music

Sent to

! ¢
Received.... ... 1.7 cenee 19

FOr. i, .._.._.,___.:4{.‘33,./.5-_:_...Division

65-8 (3/53)
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STATES GOVERNMENT

,1€m0mndum LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

TO : 1, Chief, Order Division DATE: November 20, 1961
2. Principal Evaluations Officer

rroM : Nathan R, Einhorn, Acting Chief
Exchange and Gift Division

supject: Evaluation of a bequest from the late Anne M. Nill

The attorney for the estate of the late Anne M, Nill
has recuested an evaluation of a collection of unpublished mueic
manuscripts of Ethel L, Voynich wiich Miss Nill beiueathed to
the Library of Congress, Would you please prepare an evaluation
of this collection? The mamuscripts have been forwarded to the
Music Division,

Thank you.

15 colinmackinnon.com



Refer to: AG

v 29 1961

Daar Mr. Weiser:

As rsquestsd in your letter of Bovember 8, to Mr, Welsh,
I shall sse that you receive an avalustioa of the cellaction of
unpublished musie of Ethal L. Veynieh which hes come to the ;

Library through a bequest of ths late Anne Il.ll.tll.
With thanks for your sfforts on bebhalf of the Library

of Congress, 1 am
Sincarely yours,

Mathan R. Kinhorn
Acting Chief .
Exchange and Gift Division

Mr. Sasual Weiser \?
&

21 Stuyvesant Oval
Mew York 9, Mew York 4

DTX:gmh
11/28/61

bre: Music Division
brc: Mrs. Emma Seilheimer
c/o A. M. Nill

450 West 24th Street
New York 11, New York

"L E8G FILE COPY

WEISER, SAMUEL
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M7 (CS.) wigerss

State of New York .
Surrogate’s Court, County of New York

Probate Proceeding, Will of

Notice of Probate
ANNE M. NILL '
p__319¢ 1963
Deceased.
Notice is hereby given that the Last Will and Testament of
ANNE M. NILL
late of the City of New York  County of New York and State of

New York has been offered for probitg in the Surfogate’s Court of the County of New York,

that the proponent of said Will /—]MIIM SEILHELMER
residingat 117 Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo 14, New York

and that the following are the names and post-office addresses of the legatees, devisees and
other beneficiaries as set forth in the petition herein who have not been cited or have not
appeared or waived citation; and as to such persons as are infants or incompetents, the names
and post-office addresses of the persons to whom an additional copy of the Notice of Probate

is required to be mailed:
Name Podﬂ& Address
Library of Congress of = '
United Statea
R_E
“0\“' 196}
pet
s
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Dated, October 31 , 196
SAMUEL WEISER
Attorney for Petitioner,

Office and Post Office M%
STATE OF NEw Yonx
County oiew York ™"

Samuel Weiser sresidingat 21 Stuyvesant Oval .
New York, N, ¥, ,beingdulylwum,nyslhnl‘ hallw«thaaganf 21 years, %
that on the 315t dayof QOctober : ,mz,mmmummwmm

orinapost-oﬂimboxmglﬂarlymainuhedbytheso'vmmentoithaUuitudStamhuheGj.ty
- of New York ShtoanewYorhuoupydthefWHgn{ngNot{mdebahoonwnedina
thelr respective names,

Sworn to before me this 31st day
of October » 1961

£
[
i
5
§
:
j
|
?
é
H
g
§

et

X __
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TO WHIM IT MAY CONCRRN

I, AUNE M. NILL, of the City of New York, do
horeby make, publish and declare the following to be my

Last Vill and Testement,

FIKST: I hereby give end bequeath to Ethel L.
Voynich my entire interest in and to the Lstate of Wilfrid
«« Voynleh, deceased, including such eommissions as I may
bo entitled to for the eduinistration thereof and any and
all legacies to which I may be entitled under the Last Viill
und Testauent of %Wilfrid M. Voynieh, deceased., This gifrs,
however, i8 subjeot to the prior payment therefrom of any
end all obligations which I may have undertaken with respeat
to any of the assets of sald 3Zstate or with respect %o any
of the oroditors of tbe said Estate or with Tespedt to any
of tie legatees under the Will of the sald Wilfrid M. Voynieh,

deceaged.

19 colinmackinnon.com




-N -.-...‘f ";.f

SLCOND:  All the rest, residue and remainder of
oy propérty of every nature and wherescever sltuated, I give,
devise wnd baequeath to Ry sister, Xmma Seilhelzer, the wife
of Frederick Seilheimer of Buffalo, New York.

THIRD: I hersby nominate, oconatitute and appoint
Zthel L. Voynloh to be the Ixscutor of and under this my
Last ¥Will and Testament. In the event that said Ithel L.
Voynich rails to @ualify as such Exedutor or ceasos to
Tez2in as such, then I hereby nominute and appoint ny nlator.
Saua Sellleimer, as uxauutor of and under this my Last 7ill
und Testamont. I further direot that no bond or other
security shall be required of either of my said Exeoutors.

FOURTH: I hereby rovoke any and -11 other Wills

s

and/or Codicils horotororo cxnautod br me,

e — i
NATINTCHN R 5 A TR I H T |
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IN WITNESS WiZR:iOF, I have hereunto set my hand
and seal et the City of New York, this l4th day of Jenuary
in the yeor One thousand nine hundred and thirty-five.
WITIESIES:

Junuel M. Flsher

ilice U. Donahue
Apne M, Nill (L.8.)

The foregoing inatrument was on the
l4th day of January, 1935, signed, geanled,
publisked and daclarsd by the above nemed
Testatrix, +NNE M. NILL, to be her Lust
%11l and Tentament in the prasence of us,
%10 tueraupun et hear request and in her
prosence ecd in the presence of sach other
have subsoribed our ncmes as witnesses
thoroto} this attestation oclause having been
read over to sald Testatrix in an audidle
vcice in her and our presence and hearing
and she thereupon signifying her assent
thereto imnediately before our subsoription
toereto,

Sozuel.M.Fisher + « « + ¢ ¢+ o« 1102 Fark.Ave. Nev York.City

Allos M, Zonahue
L] - . - - L L -

7 Sungey Ave (Olen Coye, X. Y.
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I, AR K, FILL, of the City of New York, do
hereby mske, publish -na'doolaru the following es end for a
CODICIL to my Last %ill and Testament heretofore exeouted
by me on the l4th day of January, 1938,

YIRST3= Should I at the time of ny death own
any of the unpublished music of Zthel L. Voynich, then I
glve and bequeath the same to the Library of Congrens of
the United States.

STUONDi~  Zxoept insofar as it is haredby modiried
by this Codloil, I horedy republish and redeclars my said
Last ¥ill and Testament dated the 14th day of January, 1938,

IN WITHESS WHAUREOF, I have hereunto 89t my hand
and soal at tha City of New York this Jlst day of Doeombcr
in the year One thousand nine hundred and thirtrbrivo.

22 colinmackinnon.

com



e T

s WITNSCES: Anne X, Nill o L. 3.
Junuel M, Fishaer
Alice M. Donahue

“Zhe foregoing instruzent was on the
318t _day of Decembor, One thousand nine
. hundred snd thirty-frive, duly signed by
“NE ola MILL, the Testatrix therein nomed:. i
in our presence snd in the presence of -
each of us, and she thersupon duly publishe
.04 and declered tho sane & a Codloll to
her Last “Will and Testamont; and we there-
upon on the seme day in her presence anpd
in the presence of each other, at her
. Taquost, sigcned our numes as witnesses there-
to; this attestation olause having been first
read to said Testatrix in an audible voloe, in
her presence and in the presence of aach
0f us, and she having assented thereto.

Szl My Thgher . 1| |7 . 1198 Park Ave. New York oity

1 gupegs.Ae,, Oep Gove, Yoy York

Al!lo. unn?n’h“‘... _.-‘.-. '.. ,.

|
i
|
l}
i
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