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Ethel Lilian Voynich’s Will

The following documents are a copy of Ethel Voynich’s will (pp. 2-5) and its notice
of probate (p. 6). (A transcription of the main text of the will is appended, pp. 7-8.) The
documents were released on September 6, 2011 by the Library of Congress under the
Library’s equivalent of the Freedom of Information Act. The two documents are part of a
file at the Library pertaining to Anne Nill’s bequest to that institution of Ethel’s music and
other memorabilia (see Anne Nill’s Will and Her Bequest to the Library of Congress Of
Ethel Voynich’s Unpublished Music). Ethel’s will was probably sent to the Library to
confirm that Anne owned the rights to her music, published and unpublished, and could
leave it to that institution. Where the original of Ethel’s will is, or if it still exists, is unknown.
The will is dated December 24, 1943. The notice of probate was filed December 8, 1960
(Ethel died July 27 of that year).

Ethel named Anne Nill executor of her will ot, if for some reason Anne could not
serve, Hans Thacher Clarke. Clarke, a native of Harrow, England, was a well-known chemist
and amateur musician. In 1928 he moved from Rochester, New York, whetre he had been
working for the Eastman Kodak Company since 1914, to New York City to work at
Columbia University’s 168" Street medical complex. It is not known how Ethel and Clarke
happened to become acquainted, but Clarke’s musical interests may have brought them
together

Witnesses to the will were Alys Sutcliffe and Elizabeth Preble, who lived together at
138 E 36™ Street in Manhattan. Sutcliffe, born around 1895, achieved some reknown as a
botanist (she has a variety of heather named after her) and ultimately became Horticulturalist
of the Brooklyn Botanical Garden. Late in life she wrote a popular gardening book, Hoxuse
Plants for City Dwellers (1964). She died in 1969. Ethel may have consulted Sutcliffe on the
plant illustrations in the Voynich Manuscript and so struck up a friendship. Elizabeth Preble
remains obscure.

The copies of both documents, will and notice of probate, are poor. They were
probably made shortly after Anne’s death in September, 1961. It is not known who penned
in the scholia in the margins of Ethel’s will.
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o oM 1T UAY COHOERI

1, ETHEL L. VOYNICH, of the City of }
j..ublish and declare the tollowing

i1l angd Iu,str-_‘ent.:

1 give and be jueath to ANNE ¥, WILI
and other ;t::sr.ul effe
h my 1iterary ind m

4 or uncu,yrh)',l.ad worK s,

1 likewise give
v L. NI any and all BC nies accrued at the time
frer to accrue from or in connection ~ith the 8

tyion of eny end sll of =7 1iterery

tna =onles, AT any, v . gt the time ¢

-sit o By credit in the ZoweTy Savir

1 meke these tequests as LR ant
L3O 1imitation ©F ?u:}l:"\cL'.‘n as 1 an confident ithat
. HILL, knowlrg py desires with re ct to my
i zusic, will exert per best effortis towards the

4 desires.

1n the event that said AN . NILL should

\esease o8, then 1 revoke all of the bequests made in the

|
|
g parag,ru;,h nFIRST" of whis will and in place and stead L

r, 1 glve and bequeath my sald unpubl'.shed pusic to the
gress of the United states, and 1 direct that all
other ussets referred in said perue:'eph wFIRST" of
{111 ghall be added to and form & part of my residuary

1ate to be disposed of 68 per einafter set forth.
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Ml o TEIRD: All the reast, residus

5/ ve | By property of every cature and wheresosver alt:
doviae and bequeath to WINIFRED GAYR, he

‘he cgh WINIFRBD RISENHARDT of Cranbrock, Keant, England,

tas q not legally adopted by =8 has always been o nsidere

dsughter,

In the event
v FpEpP

GA y& | shell predeceass ma, than I revoke the
imnediately here inabove made to har in
‘917»'«/'/ I b
sive ‘ "THIRD" of this Will, and in place md atea
fmy devise and bequeath all the rest, residue
c/’h property of every naturs md vhe rescevar
GEROFFREY INCRAM TAYLOR,
f..»-—r/:
s my
e X 4
the.,r
bast efforts towards
JURTH!: I direct that my dody bde
nd
ps that my ashes be disposed of in such manne
this Will shall indicate.
Vel FIPTH: I harebdy no
14 ’
ANNER M. NILL to be the Executrix of and under this
F]
-7 | and Testament. In the avent that sald ANNE
: qualify as suwch Bxecutrix or ceases to remaln ¢
+he v
hereby nominate and appoint DR. HANS CLAEXR of Ne
¢
hey Executor of and under this my Last Will end Teast:s

direot that no bond or other sescurity shall ba re

of my said Bxecutars.
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SIATH: 1 nereby revoke any and all other Wills

wid Codicils heretofore executed by me.

IN WITNESS REOF, I have hereunto set oy hand
{ seal at the City of New York Ln.ls?—li-’ day of Decexber,

year One thoussnd nipe hundred and forty-three.

. —_—
LiLcM\ \Vozarset
(L.S.

B(?’ foregoing instrument was on the

ay of Dece , 1943, signed, sealed,
pu hed ang declared by the above named
Testatrix, BTYFL L. VOYNICH, to be ber Last
will and Tegtament {n the presence of us,

who thereupopn at her request and her
presence &dd in the presence of €& other
have BuRECriped our names as witne s thereto;
this atteatapion clause having been reud over
to seid Teatatrix in en audible voice in her
and our pYesence and hearing and she thereupon
signifying her sssent thereto immediately
before Our gyuhscription thereto.

o S

U3 ghoella Pu("
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91477.99 (G8)

At Chambers of the Surrogate’
of New Youl
on the
year 1

B L R

Honorable J T T —
Surrogate

Probate Proceeding, Wil of
e | ) / ‘
el £ yAGNee

Deceased

RIITRGL TS

to Probate ) /

Z Decree Admitting Will
v 2 /L 7 w2

The citation herein having been duly issued, served and

oned the allégations of the-parties sppearing having been heard, and |.he proofn
\ing been duly taken by the Sunognte among other things as to the execuhon of
2y /

{ instrument , bearing date ’lL( L,/é/‘d /ﬁ/; A7 /

’

! the probate of the said Will not having been contested,

Jit sppeasing to the Surrogate that the Will was duly executed, and that the testa} ‘i» 2

+ the time of executing it, was in all respects competent to make a Will and not under

i rdered, Adjudged and Decreed, that the instrument  offered for probate herein
te and the same hereby is admitted to probate as the Last Will
,+d Testament of the said Deceased, valid to pass real and personal property, and that

iters testamentary
.

Le issued thereon to the emw; who may
,salify thereunder., :

e
g B
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Transcription of Ethel Voynich’s Will

I, Ethel Voynich of the City of New York do hereby make,
publish and declare the following to be my last Will and
Testament:

FIRST: I give and bequeath to ANNE M. NILL my
clothing, furniture, books, jewelry and other personal
effects together with my literary and musical copyrights
and all of my unpublished and uncopyrighted works, both
musical and literary.

I likewise give and bequeath to ANNE M. NILL
any and all monies accrued at the time of my death or
[unclear] to accrue from or in connection with the sale or
[unclear] disposition of all or any of my literary works.

I likewise give and bequeath to ANNE M. NILL
the monies, if any, which at the time of my death may be in
deposit to my credit in the Bowery Savings Bank.

I make these bequests as unconditional gifts
without limitation or restriction as I am confident that
[unclear] ANNE M. NILL, knowing my desires with respect to
my unpublished music, will exert her best efforts towards
the carrying out of said desires.

SECOND: In the event that said ANNE M. NILL
should predecease me, then I revoke all the bequests made
in the preceding paragraph “FIRST” of this Will and in
place and stead thereof, I give and bequeath my said
unpublished music to the Library of Congress of the United
States, and I direct that all of the other assets referred
to in said paragraph “FIRST” of this Will shall be added to
and form a part of my residuary estate to be disposed of as
hereinafter set forth.

[Page 2 of Will]

THIRD: All the rest, residue and remainder of my
property of every nature and wheresoever situated I give,
devise and bequeath to WINIFRED GAYE, heretofore named
WINIFRED EISENHARDT of Cranbrook, Kent, England, who though
not legally adopted by me has always been considered by me
as a daughter.
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In the event the said WINIFRED GAYE shall
predecease me, then I revoke the devises and bequests
[unclear] immediately hereinabove made to her in this
paragraph “THIRD” of this Will, and in place and stead
thereof, I devise and bequeath all the rest, residue and
remainder of my property of every nature and wheresoever
situated, to my nephew GEOFFREY INGRAM TAYLOR, of
Cambridge, England.

I make all of these devises and bequests as
unconditional gifts without limitation or restriction
[unclear] said beneficiaries are aware of my desires with
respect to my residuary estate, and I am confident that
they will exert their best efforts toward the carrying out
of said desires.

FOURTH: I direct that my body be cremated and
direct that my ashes be disposed of in such manner as the
Executrix of this Will shall indicate.

FIFTH: I hereby nominate, constitute and appoint
ANNE M. NILL to be the Executrix of and under this my last
Will and Testament. In the event that said ANNE M. NILL
fails to quality as said Executrix or ceases to remain as
such, I hereby nominate and appoint DR. HANS CLARKE of New
York [to be?] Executor of and under this my last Will and
Testament. I further direct that no bond or other security
be required of my said Executors.

[Page 3 of Will]

SIXTH: I hereby revoke any and all other wills
and codicils heretofore executed by me.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand

and seal at the city of New York this 24*" day of December
in the year One thousand nine hundred and forty-three.
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